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THE UNSEEN PLAYER

The story is told of a colony of mice who made their
home at the bottom of a large upright piano. To them,
music was frequent, even routine. It filled all the dark
spaces with lovely melodies and harmonies.

At first the mice were impressed by the music. They
drew comfort and wonder from the thought that some-
one made the music -- though invisible to them, yet
close to them. They loved to tell stories about the
great Unseen Player.

Then one day an adventuresome mouse climbed up
part of the way in the piano and returned with an
elaborate explanation about how the music was
made. Wires were the secret -- tightly stretched wires
of various lengths that vibrated and trembled from
time to time. A second mouse ventured forth and
came back telling of hammers -- many hammers danc-
ing and leaping on the wires. The mice decided they
must revise their old opinions. The theory they devel-
oped was complicated, but complete with evidence.
In the end, the mice concluded that they lived in a
purely mechanical and mathematical world. The story
of the Unseen Player was relegated to mere myth.

The Unseen Player continued to play nonetheless.

CCEC TREASURER

Danny Wainscott is succeeding Marla Hawkins as
CCEC Treasurer. Thank you, Danny, for volunteering
for this vital position, AND THANK YOU, Marla, for the
years that you performed this duty, and other duties
for CCEC.

A CHRISTIAN

Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state ac-
cepted a call to a church in Houston , Texas . Some
weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride the
bus from his home to the downtown area. When
he sat down, he discovered that the driver had acci-
dentally given him a quarter too much change As he
considered what to do, he thought to himself, "You'd
better give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep
it." Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter.
Who would worry about this little amount? Anyway,
the bus company gets too much fare; they will never
miss it. Accept it as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet.’

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the
door, and then he handed the quarter to the driver and
said, 'Here, you gave me too much change '. The
driver, with a smile, replied, 'Arent you the new
preacher in town?' 'Yes' he replied.
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‘Well, | have been thinking a lot lately about going some-
where to worship. | just wanted to see what you would do if
| gave you too much change. I'll see you at church on Sun-
day.'

When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally
grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and said, '‘Oh God, |
almost sold your Son for a quarter.'

Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. This
is a really scary example of how much people watch us as
Christians, and will put us to the test! Always be on guard --
and remember -- You carry the name of Christ on your
shoulders when you call yourself Christian.'

Watch your thoughts; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits.
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.

The Will of God will never take you to where the Grace of
God will not PROTECT you.

Stay FAITHFUL and Be GRATEFUL!
CLERGY TRAINING—NOTE!

My name is Scott L. Willis, and | am the Spiritizatector for
Sighal Mountain Emmaus Community in Big Spring,a$ex
have invited Reverend Mike Cave, Regional Repratbentfor
the South Central Emmaus Community (a part of thpedRoom
staff) to come to Big Spring and share about thedifications for
Clergy on the Walks and to do the certificationiriiag as re-
quired for the Upper Room.

This training for ALL clergy will be Saturday, Jaary 31 from
8:30am — 2pm. It will be held at First United Mettist Church,
Big Spring, Texas. The application for clergy caam found at
www.upperroom.orelick on Walk to Emmaus and then on clergy
application. This needs to be completed and seMlike Cave
before the training or you may bring it with you.

(Rev Mike Cave

6727 Ambush Dr

San Antonio TX 78240-2880 )

Please call me if you have any questions:

Scott L. Willis

432-263-5222 (home)

432-935-3685 (cell #)

Or you may also reply via email (smemmaus@suddenét)

We have several hotels here in Big Spring such Hslalay Inn
Express and the New Palace Inn (Best Western) vehrelocated
north of town off of Interstate 20 and HWY 87, \whi approxi-
mately 1.5 miles north of First United Methodistu@th.

In Christ, Scott L. Willis M.DIV, M.S., Spiritualii@ctor, Signal
Mountain Emmaus Community, Big Spring, Texas. ASHE
CONTACT DUSTY GARISON (dgpreacher@yahoo.com), CCEC

2 SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, IF QUESTIONS.
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